
The first national railway to pass through Walkden 
was the London and North Western Railway (marked 
in red above) which opened in 1875. It ran from the 
Roe Green junction, on the Eccles to Wigan line, to 
Bolton via Little Hulton. A station was located on 
Walkden Road and originally called the Walkden 
Stocks Station but in 1924 became known as 
Walkden Low Level Station. There was another 
station at Ellenbrook on the Lancashire and North 
Western Railway line from Eccles to Wigan. This 
station, which closed in 1961, was situated on 
Newearth Road at the beginning of what is now the 
guided section of the bus-way to Leigh.  

The second station, locally known as Walkden High Level, 
was opened in 1888 on the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway 
Company’s line (marked in green, above left) from 
Manchester to Wigan. The line was built to service numerous 
collieries in the Walkden, Atherton and Wigan areas. 
Originally there were four sets of rails on this particular track 
bed. Two were for local passenger services and referred to as 
the slow lines and the other two for express trains and freight 
services. With the closure of the local collieries in the 1960s 
the track bed was reduced to todays two sets of rails. 

For centuries coal has been mined extensively in the Walkden and Little Hulton areas. In 
the 1830s deeper pit shafts were sunk because the coal seams accessed from the 
underground canal system became exhausted. As a result the method of transporting the 
coal transferred to a surface tramway system. Horse-drawn wagons used these tramways 
to take coal to the Boothstown and Worsley coal chutes on the Bridgewater Canal.  

As national railways were built to 
p a s s t h r o u g h t h e a r e a , 
Bridgewater Trustees, who ran 
the coal industry in the Walkden 
area, developed a private railway 
system to link into these lines. 
This private railway system 
replaced the tramways by using 
steam locomotives to haul the 
wagons, and linked the local 
collieries to the Boothstown and 
Worsley coal chutes on the 
Bridgewater Canal where the coal 
was transferred to barges.  
The several trade workshops 
situated on what is todays 
Worsley Green were closed in 
1897 and transferred to a new 
Walkden Yard workshop complex 
off Tynesbank. This also became 
the Central Locomotive repair 
shop for the local collieries. 

A National Coal Board Hunslet type saddle tank 
locomotive hauling coal wagons up Walkden 
Bank from Walkden Yard to Ashton’s Field 
Colliery. Since the closure of the collieries in the 
Walkden area the disused railway track beds 
have been transformed into a network of 
cycleways and footpaths. 

A ‘Royal Scot’ class No 46121 Manchester-bound 
express replenishing the water in its tender from 
water filled troughs set between the rails. The large 
tank on the left was used to refill the troughs and 
was located next to Ellesmere Golf Club on Old 
Clough Lane, to the east of Walkden High Level 
Station. 
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A non-stop express passing through Walkden 
Station travelling towards Wigan on the fast 
line. 
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However, as can be seen from the 
diagram alongside, the coal-laden 
wagon using this system ‘free-
wheeled’ with a man controlling it 
with a brake lever giving the horse 
a free ride. After tipping the coal 
into a waiting barge the horse was 
used to tow the empty wagon back 
up the tramway for reloading.  

The red line identifies the Trail with the Board 
locations identified by their relevant number.  

For further information visit 
www.worsleycivictrust.org 
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Walkden Low Level Station c. 1924 

Colliery and National Railways c. 1960  
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